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FEDERAL BUREAU OF PRISONS

PERSONAL PROPERTY POLICY FOR INMATES

For security, safety, and sanitation reasons, the Bureau limits
the amount of property (jewelry, photographs, books,
magazines, etc.) inmates may have and the types of
publications inmates can receive. The institution issues
clothing, hygiene items, and bedding, and provides laundry
services. Inmates may purchase other personal care items,
shoes, some recreational clothing, and some food items
through the commissary. Civilian clothing (i.e., clothing not
issued to the inmate by the Bureau or purchased by the
inmate from the commissary) ordinarily is not authorized for
retention by the inmate.

The only packages an inmate may receive from home are those containing release clothing.
Release clothing packages may only be received with prior approval by the inmate's unit team or
authorized staff member within the last 30 days of confinement.

Inmates may only possess those items they are authorized to retain upon admission to the
institution, items issued by authorized staff, items purchased by the inmate from the commissary, or
items purchased or received through approved channels (to include that approved for receipt by an
authorized staff member or authorized by institution guidelines). All other items are considered
contraband and will be seized and disposed of (destroyed, mailed out of the institution at the
inmate's expense, etc.) in accordance with Bureau regulations. Contraband that threatens the
security of the institution may result in disciplinary action and/or criminal prosecution for the inmate.
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